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  Polk County Board of Supervisors 
  Polk County Government Center - County Board Room 

100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 

This meeting was available for viewing through WebEx videoconference and teleconference 

*Corrected Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors and  
Public Hearing on Proposed Operating and Capital Budget for Calendar Year 2021 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020 *2021  
*Minutes remain draft until approved at next meeting 

 
Chairman Nelson declared the Public Hearing on the proposed Operating and Capital Budget for 
Calendar Year 2021 open at 5:30 p.m. Chairman Nelson offered time for public testimony regarding the 
2021 budget. The County Board received information from County Administrator Netherland regarding 
the budget.  No public testimony was offered. Chairman Nelson asked for a motion to close the Public 
Hearing. Motion (Demulling/Ruck) to close the public hearing.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Chairman Nelson declared the Public Hearing closed at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Chairman Nelson called the November 10, 2020 regular session of the Polk County Board of Supervisors 
to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper notice. The 
County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in the Government Center Building, 
posted on the County website (October 30, 2020), and published in a legal newspaper in accordance 
with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 the week of November 2, 2020. In addition, the Office of the 
County Clerk distributed on October 30, 2020 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed resolutions 
to supervisors via e-mail or mail in accordance with Article 3, Section 8 of the County Board Rules of 
Order.   
 
The two amended agendas were posted on the County website, posted in the Government Center in 
two places and distributed to the supervisors and media contacts via email or mail on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020 and Thursday November 5, 2020. 
 
The County Board received opinion from Corporation Counsel Malone that the initial advance written 
notice and the amended agenda(s), posted and published as described by the Clerk satisfied the 
applicable provision of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the 
Polk County Board Rules of Order.  
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call. Thirteen County Board 
Supervisors were present representing a quorum. Supervisors: Olson and Prichard attended the virtual 
meeting remotely via Webex.  Absent and excused were Supervisors: Duncanson and Bonneprise.   
 
Chairman Nelson led the County Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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Time was given for Board Members to disclose any conflicts of interest regarding matters noticed on the 
agenda.   
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor consideration and approval of the second amended agenda as 
published.  Motion (Luke/Demulling) to approve second amended agenda as published. Motion carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor for approval of the Consent Agenda. Motion (O’Connell/LaBlanc) to 
adopt the Consent Agenda as noticed. Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to adopt 
the Consent Agenda. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Matters adopted under the Consent 
Agenda:  Minutes from October 20, 2020 County Board session adopted as published, Resolution No. 
51-20: Resolution to Grant a Zoning District Change to Amend Zoning District Map for Town of Milltown 
adopted, and Resolution No. 53-20: Zoning District Change to Amend Zoning District Map for Town of 
Osceola *adopted. *Change & to Amend Zoning District Map for Town of Milltown  
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving a summary of written public 
comment submitted for this meeting.  The County Clerk stated there were a total of 2 written public 
comments received; one comment was opposed to limiting public comment, and was in support of 
allowing verbal public comment at County Board meetings.  One comment was regarding a newsletter 
from the Midwest Environmental Advocates that had a letter signed by 3 Supervisors that was sent to 
the WI Counties Association.  The comment expressed appreciation to the 12 supervisors who did not 
sign this letter, and was opposed to the content of the letter to the WCA. 
 
The County Board received information and a presentation from Polk County Facilities Manager, Rod 
Polk, and Public Works Director, Emil Norby, regarding Wold Architecture’s proposed mechanical 
updates to the Government Center. 
 
Time was given for the County Board Chairperson’s report.  Chairman Nelson provided an update to the 
Board regarding expecting a response from the DNR in the next week on the Stower Trail.  Chairman 
Nelson also addressed public misinformation regarding a resolution to close the Recycling Center and 
provided clarification stating the resolution purpose is to investigate a better recycling program in Polk 
County and regarding his conversation with Endeavors.  
 
Chairman Nelson called upon County Administrator Netherland for the Administrator’s report. The 
County Board received information regarding community outbreak of COVID-19 in Polk County, and Polk 
County’s response and efforts to prevent and decrease the number of COVID-19 cases in staff and in the 
public. Administrator Netherland also provided information regarding the St. Croix Tribal Police and Polk 
County Sheriff’s Department’s recent developments that in a 2-fatality hit-and-run cold case from 2014.   
 
Confirmation of Appointments. Chairman Nelson announced the appointment of Supervisor Kelly to the 
Polk County Historical Society.  

County Administrator Netherland announced the appointment of Tonya Eichelt as Interim Public Health 
Officer.  Motion to appoint Tonya Eichelt as Interim Public Health Officer.   Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  
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The Board received update and information regarding local COVID-19 community spread numbers, 
including Polk County’s numbers as well as neighboring counties from Community Services Division 
Director and Interim Public Health Officer, Tonya Eichelt.  Director Eichelt responded to questions by the 
Board regarding the role and efforts of the Public Health Department during the pandemic.  The Board 
discussed misinformation pertaining to COVID-19 spread throughout local communities. The Board 
requested assistance from Polk County staff in creating a press release to provide current, accurate 
information to educate the public with local information and resources.  
 
Chairman Nelson called the Board to convene as Committee of the Whole at 7:19 p.m. Motion 
(Demulling/Luke) to convene as Committee of the Whole.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Supervisor Duncanson joined the meeting via WebEx at approximately 7:20 p.m. 
 
Executive Committee Chairman Arcand spoke to the purpose and intent of considering modifying public 
comment procedures since transitioning to live, virtual public comments.  The challenges presented as a 
result of transitioning from an in-person meeting forum to virtual meetings. The occurrences of verbal 
public comments of questionable nature and offensive language offered at recent County Board 
meetings were broadcast, uncensored, into homes of families with children. The Committee of the 
Whole engaged in discussion regarding the rationale for modifying the public comment procedures for 
meetings of the full county board and discussion options of modifications to public comments for 
consideration of creating a Resolution for the next Executive Committee meeting in December.   
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to adjourn Committee of the Whole session and reconvene in 
legislative session of the Board.  Motion (Demulling/Luke) to adjourn Committee of the Whole session. 
Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn and reconvene in legislative session. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Committee of the Whole adjourned 8:00 p.m. 
  
Chairman Nelson called for a 10 minute recess at 8:01 p.m. Chairman Nelson called the meeting back 
into legislative session at 8:11 p.m. 
 
Proposed Resolutions Passed by the General Government Committee for consideration of passage by 
the County Board.  
Chairman Nelson called to the floor Resolution No. 55-20: Resolution to Adopt the Polk County 
Operating and Capital Budget for the Calendar Year 2021 and to set the 2021 Tax Levy.  Motion 
(Luke/Warndahl) to adopt Resolution No. 55-20. County Administrator Netherland provided information 
from to the Board regarding the 2021 Proposed Budget and Capital Improvement Plan Report.  The 
board engaged in discussion regarding Additional Funding Requests as noted in the proposed budget 
report.  
Additional Funding Requests: 
Register of Deeds - request of $10,000 for purchase of new ScanPro system.  Motion (Kelly/O’Connell) 
to amend the budget to approve the $10,000 request by the Register of Deeds for new ScanPro system 
as part of the 2021 Budget.  Supervisor Arcand called the question.  Chair Nelson called for voice vote on 
said motion.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
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Polk County Museum - request of recurring amount of $25,000 for annual funding for a full-time 
director.  Motion (Arcand/Luke) to amend budget to approve request of $25,000 on a recurring basis 
after an MOU is in place.  Discussion.  Motion (Ruck/Route) to amend the motion on the floor to amend 
the budget to approve the $25,000 request for one year after an MOU is in place to then reevaluate 
after one year. Motion carried by majority voice vote. Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote for the 
motion on the floor to amend the budget and approve the $25,000 to the Polk County Museum after 
and MOU is in place, for one year.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
UW Extension – eliminate .25FTE for Horticulturist.  Motion (Arcand/Ruck) to amend the budget to 
eliminate the .25FTE Horticulturist position to remove the funding amount of $10,583. Discussion. 
Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on said motion. Motion carried by majority voice vote.  
 
Chair Nelson called for a motion to approve Resolution No. 55-20 and *to adopt the proposed 2021 
Budget as amended.  Motion (Demulling/Warndahl) Motion to adopt Resolution No. 55-20: To approve 
the Proposed 2021 Budget and Operating Capital as amended. Discussion. Chairman Nelson called for a 
voice vote on said motion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution No. 55-20: Resolution 
to Adopt the Polk County Operating and Capital Budget for the Calendar Year 2021 as amended and to 
set the 2021 Tax Levy adopted. 
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor Resolution No. 52-20: Resolution to Authorize the Purchase of 78.54 
Acres in the Town of McKinley. Motion (Luke/Route) to adopt Resolution No. 52-20. County Board 
engaged in discussion regarding the Resolution. Environmental Services Division Director Robert 
Kazmierski provided information to the Board regarding the Resolution. Chairman Nelson called for a 
voice vote on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 52-20. Motion to adopt Resolution No. 52-20 carried 
by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution No. 52-20: Resolution to Authorize the Purchase of 78.54 Acres in 
the Town of McKinley adopted. 
 
Time was given for Supervisors announcements. One Supervisor announcement was received by the 
Board.  
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Kelly/Route) to adjourn. Motion to adjourn 
carried by unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Nelson declared meeting adjourned 8:45 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 15, 2020 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Lisa R. Ross, Polk County Clerk 
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**SECOND AMENDED** Notice of Meeting and Agenda 
Polk County Board of Supervisors 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020 
Public Hearing on Proposed Operating and Capital Budget for 2021, 5:30 p.m. 

Regular Business Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
Virtual, Open Meeting via Webex Video Conference or Phone 

Amendments: 1Matters Added, Revised or Struck by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting 
    2 Subject matters added, revised or struck by Second Amended Notice of Meeting 

Webex Virtual Event Info: 
Event Number (access code):  146 491 4522      
Password: CBmeeting 
    Join Online: https://polkwi.webex.com/ 
    Join by Phone: 1-408-418-9388 and enter access code (above) 

Order of Business: 
Public Hearing on the Proposed Operating and Capital Budget for Calendar Year 2021 as previously 
Noticed, 5:30 p.m. 

1. Call to Order 
2. Receipt of Evidence and Opinion on Proper Notice 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Disclosure of Board Member Conflicts of Interest Regarding Matters Noticed On this Agenda 
6. Approval of Agenda  
7. Matters Offered For Adoption on Consent Agenda: 

a.  Consideration/corrections to the published minutes from October 20, 2020 County Board 
Meeting 

b. Resolution 51-20: Resolution for Zoning District Change to Amend Zoning District Map for Town 
of Milltown 

c. 2 Resolution 53-20:  Zoning District Change to Amend Zoning District Map for Town of Osceola 
8. Written Public Comment Summary- Time for verbal public comments is not offered at this meeting of the full 

County Board. Written public comments are being accepted and may be emailed to: countyclerk@co.polk.wi.us, or 
mailed to: Polk County Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Suite# 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810. Comments 
received by 10:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting shall be electronically distributed to Supervisors and made a part 
of the record of this meeting. Staff may be asked to summarize the comments at the meeting.  Staff will not read 
the written comments into the record of the meeting. 

9. 1Video presentation regarding proposed Government Center mechanical updates – to be 
presented by staff 

10. County Board Chair Report 
a. Supervisor’s Reports from Outside Meetings Attended 

11. County Administrator’s Report  
12. Confirmation of Appointment(s)  

a. Appointments made by County Board Chairman 
b. Appointments made by County Administrator 

i. Interim Public Health Officer Appointment – Tonya Eichelt 
13. COVID -19 Update from Community Services Division  

6:00 p.m. 
 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/
https://polkwi.webex.com/
https://polkwi.webex.com/
mailto:countyclerk@co.polk.wi.us


Polk County Board of Supervisors 
Amendments: 1Matters Added, Revised or Struck by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting  
Amendments: 2Matters Added, Revised or Struck by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting       

 
2Following the COVID-19 update from Community Services, the County Board will convene as the Committee of the Whole 

on matters noticed herein.  The Committee of the Whole may receive information, deliberate and provide the County 
Board with recommendation concerning such noticed Subject matters.  The Committee of the Whole may not take final 
action on such matter.  Once the Committee of the Whole adjourns and the County board reconvenes to conduct 
legislative activity, the County Board may take action on such matters noticed herein and recommended by the 
Committee of the Whole. 
2Committee of the Whole: 

14. 2Discussion and deliberation regarding options for modifying public comment procedures for 
County Board Meetings. 

2Adjournment of Committee of the Whole - Following adjournment of the Committee of the Whole, the County 
Board will reconvene as a legislative body to take up, consider and act upon the subject matters identified herein, as 
follows: 

2Reconvene as County Board 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION OF PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY STANDING COMMITTEES: 
15. General Government Committee: 
15A. Resolution No. 55-20: Resolution to Adopt the Polk County Operating and Capital Budget for the 

Calendar Year 2021 and to set the 2021 Tax Levy 
15B. Resolution No. 52-20: Resolution to Authorize the Purchase of 78.54 Acres in the Town of 

McKinley  
16. 1Health & Human Services Board 
16A. 1Resolution No. 50-20: Resolution Regarding Health in All Policies as it Relates to CAFO Local 

Regulatory Options for Polk County 
17. Supervisors Announcements  
18. Adjourn 

 
This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing 
to attend and/or participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in 
advance of the scheduled meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are 
confidential. 
 



Majority Vote of a Quorum
Passed on Consent Agenda by unanimous voice vote
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 1 Scrivener’s error correction, updated 1/20/2021 by, Lisa Ross, Polk County Clerk. _____ 
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